IWB Network Meeting
Tuesday 21st October 2008  4:30pm – 6pm
Venue:  Coleridge Campus
Minutes
Present:  Cindy Wells (Chesterton), Lily Gibbs (Sawston), Simon Campbell (Parkside Fed), Sarah Donnan (Longsands), Alun Hart (Netherhall), John Holder (Melbourn), Simon Palmer (King Eds, Bury St Eds), Sally Harding (King Eds), Asnat Doza (Comberton), Jamie Freeman (Comberton), Adam Biltcliffe (Parkside Fed), Deana Reckless (Bottisham), Fran Wilson (Parkside Fed), Mark Dawes (Comberton)

Apologies: Fran Watson, Andy Evans, Noreen Ives, Lisa O’Hora, Sam Taylor, Mike Furness
1 Welcome and Introductions
Mark welcomed new-comers to the group and explained some of the rationale behind the IWB Network, including that it is a supportive group that meets in different schools each half term.  Fran was thanked for hosting this meeting and everyone introduced themselves.  It was gratifying to see a number of NQTs there.

2 Minutes and matters arising

The main matter arising was the focus of today’s session, namely KS3 Rich Tasks

3 The Blog 
Everyone was reminded that minutes, resources and weblinks are available on the blog at:  www.iwbnetwork.blogspot.com 

4 Focus on KS3 Rich Tasks

· Deana showed how to make a two-way tube using two sheets of A4 paper.  Lots of discussion can take place about shapes and fractions during the making stage.  The pupils can then create two different cuboids using the finished product and can find the volumes.  This could be extended to cylinders, to maximising the volumes, etc.

· Deana also demonstrated the techniques of moving a ‘mask’ (or erased section) around to magically reveal hidden objects or answers.  Deana uses a beige background because this is kinder on pupils’ eyes than bright white.

· Asnat asked about curves.  ActivStudio has tools that will draw quarter or half-circle arcs.  ActivStudio will produce coloured sectors using the protractor tool.  This can help produce pie charts.  On a SMARTboard it is necessary to use the compass tool, although this needs practice!

· When converting between ActivStudio and SMART notebook the best (though not very good) method is to convert to PowerPoint first.

· Mark shared an investigation “Banana! Banana! Banana!” and the file that pupils used to drag the different banana pictures around.  This used ‘infinite clone’, a tool which appears in the latest version of the ActivStudio software.

· Mark also explained his use of the solutions on the NRICH website (www.nrich.maths.org) and how pupils are asked to comment on how good particular solutions are and to suggest improvements, using the IWB to record their observations.

· Mark showed a rich task involving the area of a triangle cut from the top of a regular pentagon.  This focused on the task rather than the use of the IWB.

The discussion moved on to exploring the reasons why an IWB is so much more valuable than simply a projector.  

Fran shared the major findings of the Keele researchers (eg Dave Miller), that most teachers use an IWB as they would an ordinary whiteboard or an OHP, merely to write over materials they have previously prepared, that they don’t interact with the materials and don’t allow/encourage pupils to come up and use it.

· Simon suggested that teachers could invite a pupil to write up a worked example or answer and could ask the rest of the class whether it was correct, without looking at it.  The pupils could then be told to write it down in their books if it is correct!  This ensures they take responsibility for the correctness of the things they are encountering, rather than relying on the teacher always putting up correct materials.

· Fran gave an example (using snap-to-grid) of how creating a Pythagorean diagram in front of the pupils could be extremely valuable, and how the marks that a pupil made in front of the rest of the class helped the other pupils to construct the diagram and the meaning behind it.  This would not have happened as effectively if the pupil had been using a mouse while sitting at the computer.

· John explained that he uses a tablet because he has a projector in his classroom but no IWB and the tablet allows him and pupils to interact with materials he has created, for a total cost of about £140.

5 Next Meeting
It was decided that the focus of the next meeting would be “Value-added IWB materials”.  These are ideas/methods that are considerably enhanced by the use of an IWB and really demonstrate the power of the boards.
It was felt that a December meeting (but not in the final week of term) would be good (because of the potential for mince pies …).

Teachers from the following schools offered to host future meetings:

Bottisham, Sawston, Longsands and Chesterton.

The next meeting will be held at Chesterton on Monday 8th December, from 4:30pm to 6pm.  Thank you to Cindy for offering to host the meeting!

