IWB Modes of Use
	Different “Modes” of use
	· Children taking ownership of the material.

· Versatility of the IWB – it will allow you to replace Ppt, OHP, etc.  It is unlikely that it will be used interactively all the time.
· The IWB can be the focus of the classroom; it can allow the problems to take centre-stage and pupils can interact with it rather than the teacher being the centre of attention. [“Guide on the side …”] 
· It can provide the focus for discussion.

· Maths has not traditionally been seen as a discussion subject.  The new National Curriculum encourages a change to this view.  The IWB can help to foster discussion.

· The IWB is versatile and can be used in a number of different ways.

· There are likely to be many occasions when an IWB is not the ideal way to teach.  Eg – it may get in the way of some practical activities.

· It is easy to correct things that are written on the IWB – nothing is permanent.
	

	Presentation

· Quick

· Easy

· Appropriate?

· Pictures

· Look back at previous lessons


	· Shrinking things (pupils’ work/images/answers) and ranking them.  Eg – pupils’ work can be grouped and shrunk, discussed, compared and enlarged again as necessary to look at the details.
· Pupils write their ideas up on the board for later discussion.  Eg – during group-work on a problem the teacher can ask particular pupils to write up their ideas.  This allows others with fewer ideas to see a possible starting point.  It also means that whole-class discussions can take place without the pupils needing to write up their ideas while everyone is watching them; they can explain their ideas immediately. 
· Using a webcam to take a picture of a pupil’s work to annotate.

· Use a Acecad A5 Digimemo digital notepad to display pupils’ work.
· Reuse previous material.

· Ideal planning tool.

· The IWB file can act as a record of a particular lesson, which can be referred back to in future.

· Using Malcolm Swan materials.

· The IWB is (obviously!) a very visual medium.

· The coloured highlighters can pick out important/interesting parts of diagrams.
	

	Movement


	· This is a key mode of use and is extremely powerful in many situations.

· The pupils can easily correct things, either diagrams that the teacher has set up or their own, collective, ideas.
· Enlargement and rotation – very clear.  Eg – enlarging a triangle to demonstrate that particular ratios are constant. 

· Differences between dynamic geom, using a data proj by itself and using the IWB software.  

· In some cases dynamic geometry may be too precise – the IWB software may allow for better understanding.
· Adding fractions by overlaying them.  

· How many ways can 3 eggs be put into an eggbox?


	

	Pupils up at IWB


	· Partial diagrams to complete. 

· Pupils can use a wireless mouse if no IWB is available, but this is not as “visual”.  Having a person up at the board makes a very big difference.

· If working in an IT Room, have the IWB software installed on every machine – pupils can then show the rest of the class their work up at the IWB.   An alternative to this is to use Ppt in ‘construction’ mode.

· The teacher can give the pen to a pupil who must add something to the board and then pass it to someone of the opposite gender.  This continues until many of the pupils have participated.
	In every topic plan: “How will the pupils interact with the IWB?” (the answer to this might be “never”!).
“How does this help the pupils’ understanding of maths?” – it might still be worth doing even if the pupils are just more engaged … 

	Partial diagrams to complete
	· Can add extra lines to angles questions, or deconstruct them to focus on the key issues.

· Reflection diagrams to complete/interact with.
· Stem-and-leaf – move the “leaves” to create the diagram.

· 
	

	IWB software
· Using tools


	· Locus – use the ActivStudio ‘centre of rotation’ feature to create loci.
	

	Other software
· Dynamic geom.

· Excel

· Websites


	· 
	

	
	
	


NB many of these points refer to generic interactive teaching, not solely to maths teaching.
“An IWB is for learning, not just for maths.”

For next meeting pick a particular mode of IWB use and focus on that.
