IWB Network Meeting
Wednesday 19th September 2007  4:30pm – 6pm
Venue:  City of Ely 
Minutes
Present:  Mark Dawes (Comberton), Euan Chamberlain (Manor), Malcolm Stuart (Witchford), Andy Evans (Bassingbourn), Sam Taylor (City of Ely), Mike Furness (Soham), Rachel Hollingsworth (Soham), Lisa Grant (City of Ely), Lester Levet (City of Ely), Fran Wilson (Parkside),

1 Welcome and Introductions
Thanks were expressed to Sam, Lisa and Lester for hosting the meeting (and for providing chocolate biscuits!).

2 Minutes and matters arising

Hosting the resources is still proving to be a problem.  The LA portal will not reliably upload Promethean flipcharts.  Comberton’s website won’t upload flipcharts or Smart notebooks.  Mark and Fran will explore alternatives, such as a blog or a moodle.

3 Sharing practice – using grids

SMART tools (MD)  These can only be used when the computer is attached to a SMARTboard.  They can be customised and can partially replicate the Promethean tools.  In particular they can be configured (by clicking on the 3 dots) to be a thin ribbon that runs vertically, to include small versions of the icons and to include a large number of pens and highlighters.

Grids (FW)
On ActivStudio 3 you can have square spotted paper and can then snap to grid and draw shapes on it.  This could be ideal for Pick’s Theorem.

Use grids to show enlargements, shears, etc.

Can also have fractions shaded ready for adding/subtracting.

ActivStudio3 has actions, so it now has many of the features of PowerPoint, and fractions can be revealed/removed by clicking.
Plenary idea – 3 by 8 rectangles with different fractions shaded so they can be stacked up.  Key questions:
“What are these fractions?”

“Which of these fractions will go together to make a whole?”

Spotlight (the James Bond tool)
Use it for Moving Average

Use it for “Guess the shape”
4 Focus on Number topics
[ST]  

Use sounds to click on to give spoken answers to questions in BIDMAS work – click on the answer.  Could record new sounds for higher numbers.  Introduction to BIDMAS with a sorting exercise for decorating a room. 
The use of different layers was demonstrated using hot and cold cubes.
Cloning slides is a useful technique when you want to build up a diagram.
‘Miller’s Box’ – looks like an open cuboid.  Because of the order you create the numbers and the box in, some of the numbers (eg multiples of 3) appear to go into the box, whereas the others won’t.  The layers are tricky to do!

NB ActivStudio has three layers, whereas SMART works like Powerpoint for this.
Split numbers up into the different place values.  So 36432 has each digit layered so you can take them off to get 30000 + 6000 + 400 + 30 + 2

Ratio – with paint-pots – changing the colours

[LL]
Question: “What is difference between moving answers and writing answers?”

This was felt to be a key question and to have a number of different facets.
Congruent triangles – immediate confirmation.  This is an obvious ‘moving’ situation’
Percentage multipliers – choose one from a list.  This allows some possibilities to be ignored because they are obviously wrong and allows the problem to be worked out in reverse if moving is used.  It also encourages risk-taking and more pupils get involved with what is going on.
[FW] – input/output boxes.  A very clever idea where inputs and their output from a number machine are linked and the space between the machines is covered up.  The input can be moved over and appears to turn into the output!
[MS]
Sequences – set-up in advance.  
Pentominoes – Sliding them round on the board – put 3 together to make a rectangle, then 4.  Card-sort that goes along with it.

[LG]
Layers again – with a “Magnifying Glass” – again, very clever
[MD] 

For people with SMART it may make sense to use Snap-to-grid in Word.  From the drawing toolbar select Draw ( Grid, tick ‘Snap to Grid’ and ‘Show gridlines on screen’.
Fractions practice.  Infinitely cloned numbers are set up at the top.  Pupils drag the ones they want onto the fraction and the rest of the class has to work out the answer.
Lunda designs.  Investigative work that leads to HCF.
[AE] – Milk bottles.  Need to put 18 milk bottles into a 4 by 6 crate such that there is an even number in every row and column.  This was felt to be a particularly effective way to use dragging because it would encourage checking and altering.
5 Next meeting

Thursday 6th December 2007 at Soham, from 4:30pm - 6pm.
The main focus will be Algebra topics
