IWB Network Meeting

Tuesday 15th April 2008  4:30pm – 6pm

Venue:  Comberton Village College

Minutes

Present:

Will Scheilling (Linton VC), Fran Watson (Sharnbrooke), Asnat Doza (Comberton VC), Mark Dawes (Comberton VC), Fran Wilson (Parkside Federation), Sam Taylor (City of Ely), Lisa O’Hora (City of Ely), Ewen Chamberlain (Manor CC), Deana Reckless (Bottisham VC), Jamie Freeman (Comberton VC), Andy Evans (Bassingbourn VC), Mathias Mudoh (St Peter’s)

1 Welcome and Introductions

Everyone was welcomed to Comberton and in particular those who were attending their first meeting of the IWB Network.

Mark reminded the meeting that the purpose of the meeting was to share resources, ideas and methodologies for using an IWB and that everyone would be very welcome to contribute, regardless of their level of experience or the type of IWB they use.

2 The Blog  www.iwbnetwork.blogspot.com 

The blog was shown as a reminder that links are posted here to the materials that have been shared during the meetings.

3 Websites that can be used with an IWB

The blog includes a section for “web links”.  

The following sites were shared (and will be added to this section of the blog).

Fran demonstrated the Keele University site www.iwbmaths.co.uk – this includes a growing number of materials from the Standards Unit box, produced for IWBs, information about the new curriculum and resources for IWBs.  There are lots of free materials, but subscription costs £50 per school (10 teachers).

Tarsia software (the jigsaw software from the Standards Unit box) can be downloaded from www.mmlsoft.com 

http://nrich.maths.org  

http://www.bgfl.org/index.cfm?s=1&m=211&p=194,index – Birmingham Grid for Learning

http://www.chiark.greenend.org.uk/~sgtatham/puzzles/ - puzzles to download, including Bridges

http://www.cimt.plymouth.ac.uk/projects/mep/default.htm - online textbook

http://www.dailyhaha.com/_flash/minefields_2.htm - game

http://www.dyson.co.uk/about/games/telescope.asp - game

http://www.gameshound.com/bloxors-game.shtml - game

http://www.nlvm.usu.edu/ - the National Library of Virtual Manipulatives, at Utah State University

http://www.subtangent.com/maths/index.php - games to download

4 Focus on Using & Applying Maths topics 

Deena shared ActivStudio files for investigations “Buses” and “Plants” (with aesthetically pleasing flowers along the bottom of the screen…).  “Practical Trees” involves showing pupils 4 different ways of using trig to calculate the height of a tree so they can discuss and explore how they work.

Asnat showed her use of real pictures and starting points, in the SMARTboard files “Architecture and Mathematics” and “Rabbits and Horses”.

Sam shared her version of an MT article “Classify 2D shapes planets”, with a ‘Star Wars’ introduction and a file to support the pupils in doing practical work.

Mark showed his version of the 100-square investigation that exemplifies the new curriculum: “The Maths Teacher’s Cross”.  A brief discussion followed about whether this investigation might be better introduced verbally to allow more room for independent thought (and different conceptions of a 100-square).

5 Next meeting

Place:  Linton VC (thanks to Will for agreeing to host the meeting).  

Date:  Weds 25th June.

Focus:  Data Handling (and websites).

