IWB Network Meeting
Wednesday 25th June 2008  4:30pm – 6pm
Venue:  Linton Village College
Minutes
Present:  Mark Dawes (Comberton), Richard Cragg (Cambridge PRU), Fran Wilson (Parkside Federation), Mike Pitt (Linton), Will Scheilling (Linton), Sam Taylor (City of Ely)
Apologies:  Danny Burgess, Liz Pritchard, Andy Evans, Deana Reckless, Mike Furness, Rachel Hollingsworth, John Breslin, Fran Watson, Asnat Doza
1 Welcome and Introductions
Will was thanked for hosting the meeting and providing refreshments.  

2 Minutes and matters arising

There were no matters arising from the minutes

3 The Blog  www.iwbnetwork.blogspot.com 

A reminder that materials from the meetings are posted on this blog.

4 Websites that can be used with an IWB
The focus for this part of the meeting was the use of other ICT in Data Handling work, with an IWB.

A number of those present use www.furbles.co.uk, as mentioned at a meeting last year.  This is bright and visual (though limited in the types of representations) and is particularly appropriate for some Yr 7 pupils.
Autograph is owned by some schools but is little used, particularly for statistics.  Some people use the demonstration packages.  This software may be worth exploring further.
Excel was felt to be good for probability, but bad for drawing graphs (though useful for showing bad graphs!).
Census at school  http://www.censusatschool.ntu.ac.uk enables a sample of 200 pieces of data from a number of different continents and countries to be downloaded.  This could be rather exciting to explore.  The pupils can explore large data sets, they could try to explain what each type of data means, could compare two different samples, could see the point of a pie chart when eye colours in the UK and in South Africa are displayed and could examine whether questions are likely to be answered accurately by pupils.

Will demonstrated www.surveymonkey.com   Pupils can design their own questionnaires and can then either answer each others questionnaires or could email the link to their friends and could criticise each others.

Mark and Sam showed some of the new tools from SMARTnotebook version 10:

There is a table creator.  If you drag an item to a cell it reduces to fit inside.  You can apply shades to the cells (but have to right-click to put them back again).
The Magic pen allows certain sections of a diagram to be enlarged or blanked out.
Roughly drawn shapes can be cleaned up by the software.
There is a document camera control button.  It was felt that a webcam could do a similar job but for a very small fraction of the price.
5 Focus on Data Handling topics 
Much of this is recorded in the earlier section.

Mark shared links to four nrich interactivities that could be useful for data handling:

http://nrich.maths.org/public/viewer.php?obj_id=5932 – shows distributions of 100 dice rolls against the theoretical version

http://nrich.maths.org/public/viewer.php?obj_id=1258 – the game of ‘Pig’ (essentially ‘Pass the Pigs’ but with ordinary dice

http://nrich.maths.org/public/viewer.php?obj_id=6012 – try to produce a random-looking series of heads and tails.  This is time-consuming …

http://nrich.maths.org/public/viewer.php?obj_id=5864 – three-in-a-row game involving calculating with negative numbers

Mark shared a file in which dice “roll” when clicked and also “speak” the number they land on.  Using three dice, one in English, French and Spanish, the class can focus on different distributions and can realise that randomness means that you are unlikely to attain the theoretical distribution.
6 Review of the IWB Network over the past year
This purpose of this item was to evaluate the format and content of the meetings and to decide whether any changes could or should be made.

Fran pointed out that the meetings originally consisted largely of discussion about what particular tools on the whiteboards do, whereas they have now evolved into discussions about how we are using the boards.  This seemed to be a good thing.
The format of the meetings was felt to be good.  The meetings will continue to take place every half term, at different venues and on various days of the week to allow as many people as possible to attend.  The dates for the whole year will be published before the end of the summer term to allow people to plan ahead.  

One change was proposed by Fran and unanimously accepted.  This is to widen the scope of the ‘focus’ for each meeting.  It was felt that having a focus encouraged us to think in advance of a meeting about our practice in a particular area, but that this focus could include PLTS, cross-curricular ideas, particular process skills, etc, rather than just areas of the content part of the curriculum.  Accordingly the focus for the next meeting will be “KS3 Rich Tasks”.  

The next meeting will be held at the Coleridge site of the Parkside Federation, (Radegund Road, Cambridge), date to be confimed.

