IWB Network Meeting
Tuesday 3rd March 2009  4:30pm – 6pm
Venue:  Sawston Village College
Minutes
Present:

Mark Dawes (Comberton), Sarah Pattison, Cecilia Freer (Swavesey), Lily Gibbs (Sawston), Sam Taylor (Ely)
Apologies: Heather Thompson, Cindy Wells, Asnat Doza, Jamie Freeman, Sarah Donnan, Deana Reckless

1 Welcome and Introductions
Lily was thanked for hosting the meeting at Sawston VC.  

The meeting was rescheduled from 2nd Feb, which was a Snow Day.

2 Minutes and matters arising

The background to the “Modes of Use” document was briefly discussed.

3 “Modes of Use” – focus on Presentation section of the document
Lily’s IWB had not been working properly for a couple of weeks (now fixed).  She explained some of her frustrations at not having a working IWB:

· Using the mouse is not ideal – it is much better to be able to highlight/interact/point to things on the board.  

· Wanting to annotate other pieces of software (eg Ppt).
Lily uses the IWB in the following ways (amongst others) as a presentational tool:
· Play MyMaths “Bearings Snooker” – take a picture and put it into a flipchart.  This allows angles to be drawn and calculated.
· Autograph can do enlargements, but you can still do this effectively on the IWB software.

· Snap-to-grid is a key tool to use.
· Annotating past GCSE papers (these are available in pdf format).

Lily wants an isometric grid on ActivStudio that can be snapped to!
Mark shared three files. 

“Congruent Triangles” involved pupils exploring the different types of triangles that can be made and their properties (eg all SSS triangles are congruent to each other because if the three sides of a triangle are stipulated then there is only one triangle that can be made – all others are rotations or reflections of this).  The pupils used a webcam to take photos of the triangles they had made using drinking straws and blu-tac so they could be compared on the board (and rotated/reflected as necessary).  The IWB file also acted as a record (over several lessons) of the ideas the pupils had, so they could refer back to previous whole-class work.

At a Heads of Dept meeting and with trainees in the past Mark has shared files and an idea called “Changing KS3 Questions”.  He projected a KS3 test question called “Rhombus” and annotated it with ideas from the “class”.  Similarly with a question called “3 lines”.  These files have 2 pages.  The first is for the teacher to look at to check the teachers’ notes.  The second is the pupils’ version to be projected.  The pupils solve the original problem and are then asked what changes they might make and what extensions they could follow.    

The files are available on the blog (iwbnetwork.blogspot.com)

Sam shared a file (too big to post on the blog) that focused on the book “Jim and the Beanstalk” by Raymond Briggs.  Sam used this amazingly detailed file to support the pupils in working through a number of different mathematical scenarios, all related to the sizes of the Giant and his possessions.  Areas of mathematics that the Yr 7 pupils covered included:

· Estimation (for the height of the beanstalk)

· Conversion Graphs

· Medians (heights of pupils)

· Estimation (height of the Giant’s door)

· Scattergraphs (using the on-screen keyboard to enter pupil data for handspan and height into Excel and then turning this into a sc-graph)

This was particularly exciting because not only was there lots of data handling, measurement and practical work but a unifying theme in the form of the storybook.

One difficulty that Sam identified was extension work for pupils who finish a particular task more quickly – they often have to help their classmates.

Cecilia shared a “Family Fortunes” game she uses.  

This includes questions such as “Where do you use a net?” and listed amongst the answers: tennis, fishing, making a 3D shape.

Celia discussed how she uses the IWB for Formative Assessment.  She scans some work and covers important parts with green blobs.  The pupils guess what might be under them.
Celia uses shapes that are the same colour as the background and interposes a “magnifying glass” on an intermediate layer to allow them to be shown gradually.
In the general discussion that followed the presentation of these resources the following issues were raised:
· We often want to explain how a file is intended to be used (so colleagues can make use of it), but this is time consuming and difficult to do.

· Some people use the on-screen keyboard, while others send the pupils to the computer to type in their data.

· Copyright.  It doesn’t seem fair for scanned pictures to be shared widely, but images on websites are obviously freely accessible, so it does appear to be reasonable to use these in lesson materials.  It would not seem fair to charge others for the use of materials created using someone else’s images (unless there is a licence that specifically allows this).  

· MyMaths.  Concerns were raised about parts of this resource, including the introduction to algebra, the names and definitions of the circle theorems and the money questions for which the answer boxes feature the incorrect: “£_.__p”.  It was pointed out that there can be errors/concerns with parts of all resources, such as textbooks, so MyMaths needs to be used appropriately and with thought, just as any other resource would.
4 AOB
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 7th May at Hinchingbrooke School in Huntingdon.  It will run, as usual, from 4:30 - 6pm.  Thank you to Heather for offering to host the meeting.
